MRS. SELWYN'S EMERALD 


Astro the Seer Takes Part in a Drawing Room Mystery 




BY ALAN BRAGHAMPTON 

Drawing* by Karl AnJinun 


\>IEt*K ASTko and Mi- 
Wynne ! ’ As t hey were announced 
and made their way toward their 
hostess, the buzz of conversation 
in the retention r»K»m was for a 
moment hushed Women watched 
through curious eyes the dis- 
tinguished. picturesque figure • 
the Master of Mvsteries. whisjn-refl 
to one another, and noted criticallv 
the face and costume of the lieauti- 
fu . • wh >acv *mpanied the lion of the evening Men 
gla* i with amused i*<mtempt at Astro's oriental 
■used Vale da Wynne move indul- 
ge: The murmur ar<*se again, and the tem- 

p»- • stillness that had followed the announce- 
mrr.- >f Astro s name gave way to motion ami 
per fiage. 

Tii- room fairly scintillated with lights, reflected 
from the cut glass pendants of the electric chan- 
dt smoldering in the dusky gold carvings, 

tv ng from the jewels »ti women s necks and 
!•-< * gleaming from the polished oak parquetry 

f. • The large double salon of the Sclwyns was 
ah half filled there were not yet too many pres- 
et* hide the elegance of the highly decorated 

I. • XIV. rooms which inclosed the brilliant 

c : nv as in an ornate frame The ceiling. 

(-■ ! in the panels with r.vmphs and cupids. 

faintly to reflect the life below ■; the tall 
r :jrr * multiplied the complexity of mysterious 
d: * ..*s There was an odor of winter roses 

v mingled with the j*eifumes of dainty 

v An orchestra sounded langut irously fn im 

th- tlcony at the head of the wide staircase 

j delighted!” Mrs Selwyn exclaimed ef- 
* jsively. leaning graceful! y forward with a 
Tilike movement. She was a deliciously 
»st a foolishly, pretty creature, with her 
brvht smile accented by a black beauty sjn»t at 
: mer of her mouth, with her slender little 

r: flashing with jewels, with her lovely 

ind her fair hair. It was hard to believe 
her matron. 

• . in his masculine way as striking a 
is she. presented his assistant \ alt* ska 

.*■< : more human than either There was 

’* **:ifiee in her appearance: her costume 
lishly simple One was not tern] ted 
t * a moment to let his eyes wander from 

h- * mest, pretty face 

1 * so glad to see you. Miss V\ ynne 
% >* dwvn scarcely gave her a glance and 

r ' •• i spiritedly to Astro ”Mv dear, she 

s; iWy, * I had no idea that 1 had cap- 

t such a lion People are simply wild 

you! Why. I’ve made a sensation 
•i bv merely inviting you. I assure you! 

\ * hat 1 didn’t know you were famous 

.»• popular and all that, of course, but, dear 
Hi* -,t 's a positive rage’ You have no idea 
w .i stories I’ve been hearing afaut you’ 

T say you can read one's thoughts and 
: h rough a stone wall, and eat fire, and con- 
cur* the dead — and dear knows what’ 1 m 
ac* .dly afraid of you!” 

\nd I of you also, madam.- in that gown ” 

She spread her hands demurely down her side 
aud , Kneed up at him from under her lasher 
S! v. >re a costume of silken mesh. sheer and 
u* :e. over doth of silver, touched Frenchilv 
v black. The base of her corsage was caught 
b immense square cut emerald, set in small 
M . Iiamonds. Mrs Selwyn was evidently 
n -.ond being pleased at Astro’s compliment 
but i.er look suggested an unsatisfied desire 
They’re exjiecting s*»mething wonderful." 
sht hinted. 

A >Tro frowned. “My dear lady ” he began 
She nodded and shook her fan lightly “Oh yes. 

1 kt ■. 1 shan't ask you. «*f course I promised. 

But .»! tin* same time if something —anything — 
dwu' . hapj**n. you know, it would fa perfectly 
1' . and it would make the thing go. wouldn't it ? 
Oh, and there’s an Italian < ountess here, whose hand 
I'm imply dying to have you read*” 

\aieska, smiling amusedly at her hostess* prattle, 
v.i .ib. to turn away, when Mr* Selwvn caught 
her hand eagerly. 

1* wa.- so g. *. »d of \«»u to have come on so uncon- 
ventional an invitation! We must make you at 
h**nn You shall have positiwh all the men you 
v - a: * I have armies of etn to-night And per- 
h^j’ lien- Mrs. Selwvn !n*« ame almost coquettish. 
y° l! may have more influence with Astro than 
1 1*" talk to him! <’ountess Trix »!a will be 

*-» di./qipoi tiled if you don't succeed! ” 

A f r '-sii group of g' Jest liert interrupted her. and 
*>iie tur&i-d to welcome them. 

to ok A arm ag.ui. and he led her 

1 i a corner of the ~ where they could view 
the assembly. 

1 what's cumins." he ’wtsat: homed!'. I’ll 


I k* at my wits end to avoid doing parlor tricks t.. 
amuse this crowd, in spite of what Mrs Selwyn 
promised 1 won’t have much time t<» attend to 
you. my dear But really’ you did fa*autifully 
Nobody would ever imagine that you were liorn in 
an Mast Side tenement Why. 1 think you can tell 
the would -lies and the Imunders as quickly as I can. 
already It’s all worth seeing, and 1 want you to 
use vour eyes Watch every little thing as if it was 
all of the utmost importance and you were to use 
every* bit of information y«»u acquired But don’t 
on any account lose sight of me if you can help it. 
and watch for my signals. Be ready for anvthing 
It’s the accidents of life by which we profit, and 
there is n*» predicting accidents <*ive me the up 
and down* sign if von discover anvthing particularly 
interesting. Well I’ll see that you are introduced 
I’m going to Ik* mobl*ed 

** Here’s the Countess. I’ll wager. \ aleska said 
A tall, ashen haired, limp and insipid youth was 


Astro smiled quizzically Surely in public*" 
The pale youth burst into .* guffaw 
The Countess sh<w»k her finger at him airiU 
Why. my life is an "jn-n l »ook * she protested 
Be careful that it's open at a blank page, then 
The pale vouth again fallowed and was struck on 
the shoulder bv the Countess’ fan 

"Oh. 1 hope I'm naughty enough to Ik* nice.” she 
said demurely 

" Madam.” said Astro, with a queer expression. ” I 
doubt if you could Ik* either naughtier or nicer.” 
“Well! what d’you think of that?” she cried 
Why. positively I don’t know whether it’s the 
nicest kind of compliment or the worst kind >»f in- 
sult ! ” 

"1 leave it to your conscience and vour vanity.” 
-aid Astro calmly 

She laughed it off and turned to Yaleska. " I)<k*s ht* 
siv such enigmatical things to you to<»' " she asked 
Oh he d‘K*sn’t dare.” said Yaleska ‘‘He knows 
that I’d take them all 
as compliments ” 


** And I Am Airaid of You Als<*. Madam, m Thai Gown. 


faaring toward them, escorting a vivacious, green 
eyed brunette, with a narrow, alert face and eyes 
heavily shadowed Nearer, those dark eyes seemed 
a bit hard and glassy; but they were quick She 
was considerably made up; but her rouge had been 
applied cleverly 

Astro had time onlv to remark out o! one corner 
of his mouth. "Look at her right hand!” and then 
the Countess was fairly bubbling over him 

Yaleska gave the hand a glance. It hung, white 
gloved, lightly by her side, the first and second 
fingers tentatively outstretched, the third and fourth 
curled toward the palm, the thumb projecting 

You are Astro the Palmist, aren’t vou 5 " the 
woman asked gaily, tipping her head to one side and 
peeping over her fan Mrs Selw yn said 1 mustn’t 
bother you, but I do hone something extraordinary 
IS going to hapjK-n ! We re expecting something 
quite miraculous, after all we’ve heard ufaut your 
occult powers! ” 

“My dear Countess." said Astro a bit cynically, 
even saints must have holidays. I’m afraid I am 
out of miracles to-night ” 

“But at least you can tell me >omething about 
snvself fafore v r: she insiste ! 


r Tl 1 K group were 
* now joined by 
others eagerly press 
mg ul*out them to 
listen to the dialogue 
Hie fame of the Mas 
*er of Mysteries had 
grown wonderfully 
with the reports of 
his recent exploits 
and his reputation as 
a palmist was almost 
eclipsed by his fame 
as a seer ami solver 
»i inexplicable prob 
leins The distinction 
■ *f his appearance and 
;he charm of hi** man- 
ner gave him a |K*r- 
sonal influence as well 
and on this first ap 
ocarancc in society in 
the role of guest he 
was. as Mrs Selwyn 
had said an immense 
success 

Yaleska ’> reception 
\ as as flattering She 
iad passed the ordeal 
•f introduction clev- 
erly The men floeked 
to this pretty blond 
girl with the hazel 
eyes, as to a popular 
heiress Unused as 
she had been to fash 
.••liable life, her native 
wit and confidence, 
combined with Astro’s 
.»wn sujiport. carried 
her through with col- 
ors flying The affair 
soon resolved itsell 
into a rivalry among 
he women for Astro* > 
whimsical notice, and 
among the men for 
Yaleska - flashing sal- 
lies. 

To all hinted re- 
quests for character 
Ttatlinj:*. the palmist «rtere*l i«-lishe<l and affable 
excuses He seemed a> muc h at home m this smart 
cumpant as in his own picturescpic studic*. omen 
(lathered about him. fascinated by his romantic per- 
sonality, and rather pleasantly afraid of his powers as 
an occultist Mrs Selwyn persistently showed him 
off: but . anxious as she evidently was to make her 
reception a success, kept to the letter of her prom- 
ise and did not a-.k him to jn-rfomi any tricks for 
the company. 

The salon tilled The talk became (layer. Astro 
bad no time now to speak confidentially to Yaleska; 
but from time to time he sent her a look . a motion 
of head or hand, which directed her attention to one 
or another of the party The ciuiek witted girl 
watched him every where he went, and followed his 
cues on the instant lauij; practice had inude it 
easy for her to communicate with him thus; but 
this was the first public test of her facility . She 
played their game with a new zest, her bright eyes 
and hitth cot... , t |..nc betraying her excitement. 

:p;*cr was announced, and as the coin- 
.aired off and began to leave for the great 
Astro succeeded it; eluding his tvor- 
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hipei i ami captured Va ka i 
“There > sovirthing the air." he rid under his 
1 

it is; hut there :s something smi't. •: impending. 
] krn’t Iatigl Thi > i not men profi i >n d • - * 

Y*»u know I'm sensitive :•> thi- -t of thing I 
never felt it more strongly 
•'ll 1 

fanev ” 

“t’uUivatc th«»r>e fancies. m> dear; the' re the 
inchoate Winnings of intuition?,. Nothing corner 
poradh H » a reason for rver whim we 

have, and you must lean trace it 

•'1 don't like that greer • i d won :i I v*nd*r it 
she is really a t’ounte^ 

He smiled in atniahle deri>io:. Are 

. 

• Th 1 1 don't I've try 

of traps; hut she i> t«*. . teu-r 
1 


me 

“She came alone, in a hired > al . Mrs Na*.v\ n 
told me She got acquainted through mutua' friend-, 
in Florence That s all I know. except 

He had lowered his voice to a whisper and was 
leaning toward \ aleska to continue when th« 
woman in question appeared at the d****r «»t the 
dining room, cast a sharp look up the ha .. *md 
espied them 

“Aren’t vou coming it;, monsieur : >lu .miled 

Ik.* witching! y 

“In a i 

“I want to know if You're magician enough to teii 
me what Mrs. Selwyn > punch is made 
of. It’s the most mysterious thing 1 


A debutante, a fresh as a lily, ingenuous, eager, 
bright eved with ur:o-itv. lea tie* 1 over hl^ shouhler. 
holding out her h in*l for him t** read Yaleska heard 
little gush. - "I laughter whenever he spoke. She 
had never !*efori seen him in such a company, and 
it amaze*! her to -*e h*»w he dominated it. how- his 


mai 

s *n* T : 

*»m radi. 

it.- 1 

and .It 

V 'V ' 

one after . 

another 

int* 

» hi- 

circle of 

mil: 

Lienee. 




c 

* it 

went on 

for 

half an 

hoti 

r until thi 

• partv 


t-eg. 

m gradu. 

dlv 1 

[ • leave T 

he r 

•• *tii. drittin 

_• • *ut in 

: w« i 

•*; an 

• i threes. 

all 

more **r 

less 

-:imulate<l 

by the 


supper an* I the champagne t** an increasing g**«*d 
fellowship All. that is. excepting poor Se’w vn who 
seemed to shrink smaller an*! smaller He hardly 
spoke to .itivUmIv. except to af*ol**gize to s**me 
woman t-.r stepping on her train, or to all a waiter 

pass cigars «»r wine, Ilis round eyes winked con- 
tinual! V. and Ilis lips troved as :! he was talking to 
himself When Yaleska looked at him with an arch 
-mile, he 1 earned like a child u|M»n her tor an instant, 
a n* l tin- next all the light went »*ut of his face 

She nu t Astro :n the hall, pa • d him. and caught 
.» sign It was the “up and down” signal this time, 
denoting whom she was to observe, a glance up 
t** the »eiling. and down t « * hi> feet His hand 
touehi d !u^ hair with a little tlourish The man with 
the |M»rnpa«l*»tir! She had it as plain as words could 
tell it 

She drifted away and sought the man with the 
|H>inpadour He was nowhere t*» l*e seen. The 
part', was now humming with talk and laughter, 
and the double salon wa> crowded The orchestra 



ever saw 

“It it's is mysterious as you an*, mv 
dear Countess. I’ll have to admit ! -mu t 
fathom it " 

She dropped a curtsy . tipping her head 
roguishlv to one side, and withdrew. 

“Looking f«*r some one, Yaleska sug- 
gested laconically. 

Astro nodded. “Oh did you see that 
chap with a pompadour and a curled 
blond mustache * 

“Yes One eye was bigger than the 
other, the right one 

“Watchmaker Comes from sire wing 
up his right eye in hi - lens and using it 
so much Or possible bv Jove’ a 
diamond cutter! Ouccr. isn't it 

“Decidedly. But the', seem to Ik* sure 
enough of their position here 1 he\ re 
as well received as the other guests 

“There’s something awry 1 wish I 
could get it It ’s all there in my brain; 
but I haven’t time to think it out. now 
and here. Never mind, t hily wait, and 
lie ready ! Come, we 11 go in. 1 11 talk t*» 
vou later. Here’s Mrs Selwyn now. 


HPIIEIR hostess Siiileil past on a young 
* man's arm. and. holding out a hand, 
carried Astro in with her to a seat at 
the end of the room Yaleska was 
promptly annexed by Selwyn, a short, 
puffy little man with imittonchop whisk- 
ers and a big stomach He had the air 
of not being at all at home in his own 
house Nobody could seem so harmless 
and timid as this chubby, round faced 
host. He might have been an awkward 
servant, in his endeavors to efface him- 
self At seeing Valeska left alone, he 
offered his arm in a sudden access of 
courage She was not like the others, 
and apparently he was not afraid *•! her 

“Infernal humbug, all this sort of 
thing!” he grumbled. 

"Why, what do you mean: she an- 
swered, a little surprised. 

"Having this fool palm reader here 
and all that. Bosh!” 

Valeska could scarcely repress a titter 
But Selwyn was evident 1> quite serious 
about it. Seeing that he had no idea who 
she was. she humored him 

“It is nonsense, of course." she said 
gravely: "but l think that Mr A tr* is *|uite 
modest about it, don't you?” 

“Oh. he's all right, he has to make a living, 1 
suppose, but the women make such fools of them- 
selves about him. l might as well give a monkey 
dinner and Ik* done with it!’ 

Muttering thus, in an inconsequent, petulant way. 
he led her into the dining room, where she was im- 
mediately surrounded by men who offered her 
chairs, plates, and refreshments. Selwyn. more than 
ever disgruntled, retired t«* the wall, against which 
he flattened himself, and gloomily regarded the 
crowd. Yaleska, l>esieged as she was. threw him a 
smile and a remark occasional!) , pitying his discom- 
fort and his timidity. 

Meanw hile, her eyes were busy in the room. • hue 
she caught sight of the green eyed Countess talking 
with the pompadoured man, and she noted a certain 
surreptitious haste in their encounter It was furtive, 
suggestive, or ilid she merely fancy it ': From them, 
her glance wandered to the group of which Astro, 
with Mrs. Selwyn, was the center. The Countess 
joined it. sparkling, vivid, keen. A heavy, soggy 
dowager in black silk, with an extraordinarily low* cut 
dress, plump, round neck and innumerable curls in 
her gray hair, was absorbed in Astro’s conversation. 


The Missing Emerald Felt to the Floor 

swept into a Hungarian rhapsodv which seemed to 
waft a wave •»! abandon into the room The men 
that followed her flirted persistently, it was all she 
could do now to parrv their jests and at the same 
time keep track of what was g**ing on aUmt her 
Astro was standing near the center of the room in a 
group of wonderfully dressed and wonderfully prett y 
women, each perfect, finished, poised, vet animated 
and merry. Their little aigrets nodded as they 
talked and laughed. Selwyn, his hands in his pock- 
ets. moodily effaced himself Udund the piano in the 
corner. Every time he saw Yaleska. he l*eamed. 

As she stood near the great hall doors, new men 
were continually brought up to her to be introduced, 
each with a new compliment or a flippant remark 
or a joke, each showing a friendly rivalry with the 
others. Yaleska enjoyed it all excitedly. She 
could recognize the nervous pitch in her voice, as 
*»he shot her frivolous retorts; but the newness of it 
all stimulated her. For the moment she lost sight 
of the pompadoured man. She was gazing across 
the room to where Mrs. Selwyn stood, when — 

Cl’DDENLY the lights in the two chandeliers went 
^ ..lit' Th« room lor an instant seemed as black u 
night. Several women cried out in fright, anil then 


a light chorus of laughter ripple*! round ; 
hvstericall . In the instantaneous cessati*-: 
a shuffling of feet was for a moment all t: 
hear*!. 

The picture in Yaleska’ s view remain* 

er cy< 

the darkness Mrs Selwvn. merrv. jub:’. • 
t*» a fat old man: T<ehind her th*- dowager, 
tante. the pale Youth, all talking t«»geth* 
little al«M»f the Countess. with a strange < • 
and her fan pressed to her lips, looking it; \ 
direction as if she was giving a sign' T 
picture faded: a babble of voices ar< — e 
mounting over them all rising to a 
Selwvn's excite*! cry : 

oh! Stop! Help! I’m robbed’ 

Yaleska at the sunv moment felt a r. 
swiftly past her. ami there was a sharp * 
the side *»t her waist 

Then another voice came like a bark. 
mandatory. abrupt, angry. "Light up 
mediately! The switch is at the side 
lV*n t anvone *lare ?** move till we have . 

At last, after a frightened halt -mi:." 
whisjK-rs an*l shocked expletives, the lig' 
up again, an*! showe*i a ro«*m full qt >!'.••• 
ni/.i d faces Everyone looked at hi> r.*.i. 
startled eyes. A loudt*r buzzing of talk 
t* * cease suddenly again as Selwyn. pu r. ' - 
into the ini* idle of the room, took con.;: 
situation. like ;t General 

Nobody shall move a step here until 
what’s the matter! My wife has h 

the Selwyn emerald Sou all kr.ow it. 1 
evervone keep his place until it is found. 

Wh.it ha* I awakened in the little m. •: 
crisis he ha«l change* i from a bashful • 
tul. assertive man. dominating the 
resolution The talk swept exc;*« *11 
place now : each questi* tad his ruugn 
q*c!lbound Meanwhile >* *• vn h. ; w 
folding doors ami rolled them >hu: w**' 
Then, red faced, with a fierce scowl, ’a 
to his wife; 

"Now who was near vou. Bet:> 

"Oh 1 don't remember ex.i* * 
hvstericallv ' All l know ;> 
went out some one came up t«* nil 
.it mv corsage hv where the 
UhIv stole it It’s preposterous’ 

"Search every I khIv !” somcN 
“No. no!” cried others. 

“See if it hasn’t dropped • *n '1 > 


• room 

: talk, 
it was 

f* *r a 

. nnst 

k:n* 



• . -ka s 
\ the 
Then. 
Mrs. 


Toil 






ith 




*he 


his 

the 

-e*! 

-he 



>R .i m**tnent everv'*nc sp. a*- .u 
^ fusion was maddening l he:. 
t is hands for silence, an*! '•pe. iking .■ 

•fficer ci *f liman* ling his -oMiers Av' 

*ver the tumult He had sprung up* 
lis tine head appeared above the thro* 

Mr Selwyn. let m find the br -v. 

*e no trouble, no unpleasantness t**r u 

•vervone keep his pl.ue until 1 ve nni" *» • 
♦rotnise t*» *lisc* >ver the emerald 
A clapping *»f hands all over the r*« " 

o his -pcech Instantly the mood of th* 
elaxed from its m*rv**us strain of unc n 
■mbarrassment ami suspicion to an arnu-* . 

But Selwvn sh*»**k hi' hea*i _s.i\age:> 
lee* 1 ! None of voiir parlor tricks, thank 
• ill send for the p#dkt immediatel) . '~£ ar ‘ 

Nervoiie in this r—m is my prt>oticr Bin 

.b,ect must necessarily U* regarded with suspn tor. 


i 

vffl 

Let 

t !! 

.led 

.mv 

Ne 


“d* 
He’s 


• Oh. t »e* »rge ! Mrs Selwvn pleade*!. 
str*» trv it' I'm sure he'll be able to *.*• it 
ever, and he has «lone >u*h 
" Yes. yes! Let him trv i* 

Selwvn hesitated, luokii* 

; the palmist " lloW *1“ >• 
f asked finally. , . 

Astro put his hami t*» his head u 

1 aln- . lv l«-l ai. tnrt ' ' 

us Kathrrill^. hr -s.i.! ' I shall •* ; a 

y toward the pets m mb t ' 

l.vama«mt 'ora.lra-T I -h..!l l* drawn ^ 

neral.l.'" hr a.l.lr<l. ,, . ... 

Ifc.-h' ' Srlwvn .u'UitH'l > uat - ‘i 
Wh.it I want is a «..»! .lrn.n . 
lirrr nr tvv.. 1 .. -arch n rr> mar. an.l » mar. a. ac 

wm." ■ 

At this there came at. iraliitratit • n*-nlsur i 
ic guests stirrr.l unra-i’y 

afR SELWYN, do t-ri it ’• * in the V 
* asked . 

The Httlr man gnintc-l. Ye-. 1 -I- hint’ 
me for a lecture’' . , ,, , ... 

"Onr moment. |>Ira.-» hov'evrr " " 

just what l>art of the sjwctrum the ,\ r 

tcept that thev arc l-rvon.l the ultracs-lcr U 

v visible only with the Huorosc;ofr N " '" h . 

ist where the called actinic rays u - * ' 
hey are invisible also, but they react up* >n a plate 

nsitize.l with nitrate of _ stiver. I 1 ' here ‘‘ . h . 

ravs. which emanate from the humai 
uboilv knows: but I tel! you. Mr Selwyn. « 
iev are registered if. the gray matter ot mv • 
am sensitive to them, as no one else has been. • 
louslv. for centuries An.l it is that sensi *'* *.’. 
lat 1 t roi.-sc to utilize No thought can e - 

Ithout niodifving the molecular structure ot . a 

am crib in the thinker That change "t" n 

e ether and is transmitted in vibratory U>nn 




SUNDAY MAGAZINE FOR AUGUST 30. 1908 


19 


Mrs. Selwyns Emerald 


Cotu:r.jtc from pcgc 10 


Y 

' T : 


•Tspr.. 

A<tr 


• t h 


ttiy liram uml set up a 
: that made \ 'V fh«- 

>*-lw vn. I'll provt rt’" 
-tii y-. ^trident bile. 
■ . Evt-rV'tif k**ked at 
- hush Then a vollcv 
•ut Eke a rt<»rm. and 
wen- swept away. 


;tv gave .« gc-luT- 
tcjqieil .}• wn fr>-’ 


gazed 


and h ft He p. 
wl* hi*- hand b 


saw 

r 

He 


tli tin ger pointed upward. Yaleska 
tin- Mjrnal t • 

thi- person 1 point oot!" 
w. : up b» the dowager with 
who? \*em at ‘*upiK* r time. "Will you 

• Mr ' ' 

... ’ -he ejaculated. "Why. what 
,j, .in 1 I*o vou dare insinuate that I 

tchrin V brooch ?” 

l . . were a*- wide open as a d‘*li and 
«•' • - wa- ludicrous to the company who 

it., . : her For the first time since the 

Ilf went out. there was a hearty laugh .ill 
ox- the salon. 

Silence’'* Astro commanded harshly. He 
tr ied to the gaping matron. Madam. y**u 
rr. do w hat 1 ask and do it quickly. s*. as 
a. delay the recovery* If you are inn.- 
• i vou have nothing to fear. If wo hei- 

• . v.in t. of course. t»e blamed for "n*- 

» j vou.’* 

-ared at him indignantly, muttering 
hut tugged at her glove, nevertln- 

♦ ..,k her hared hand and ins?* ted 

•h Then he took her right hand, gl« ved 

rid inspected that. 

• r a-* suddenly as he had come, 
rh no comment whatever, and 
• oung debutante who had also 
p m the dining r***»m. 

Preston* he said. "Take 
• and glove." 

• u as v« iung en« *ugh and th< aight- 
r. take thi situation lightly, and 
with a smile ll«- gave her fiahn 
. • n turned her hand and looked at 

Then he left her for the pale, wan 
:• tooiame oil hi- left hand. 

- pht gloved hand was examined- 
with the pompadour < ame next, anil 
*• iiantomime was enacted . Astros 

• : for a second or two on the man s 

k l(t*\e : then he passed * »n 

C went from <*ne t ■ another, now to a 

...n. now to a man. until hi same to 
-ii .1 * "ss Tnxola Her eyes had never left 

h:: her hand remained on her breast. as if 

n. . thi Uating of lier heart* Her eves 

*. vard and ...Id; ».ut the pupil- were 

dii Her upp-r lip quivered a little. 

" vou kmdlv ninove your glove. 
V, vtnxr right, if you plea- . 
V« Now your left hand. lust as 

It utnk vou." 

1 wiftlv to the next lK--.de her; 

hu* . had examined the hand he had 

t v. ■ ktimide of his forefinger, as if in 

abet - f. 

T .]• ka noticed. and from that mo- 

men' -.’less of what he was doing, she 

r.. | • the 

had • to a companion . and was evidently 

• . sarrastn • • imm-nt on Astro s 
met- \s she spoke. she tnovtil insensibly 

-u.. backed toward another group, 

atari r wall by the windows The com- 

pan\ w lw-gun to move a little, and her 

pr**g- lever a* t«* in unnotueabk- 

t*i ut,. . not specially follow her move- 

mtn' passed a lew feet nearer the win- 

dow 

A - • <n steadily, from one jn-rson to 

anoit.- rung palms. In another bhi* 

mem . r he had -topjied dramaticallx . 

pJt i. lands to his forehead, taggered, 

and rr- • i the floor. A woman screamed. 
Tw -* men ran up to -upp.rt him m 

thrir A phvsirtan ell sowed his way 

throng nimd 

kT : 


mg 
Ibtii r 

move * 41 ; 


fk i . wh:l»- « vervone w.: v r.ir- 

group that surrounded the 
rtenes. Vale ska saw thi C«»untrss 
toward tin- window . There, for 
Hi* hi- tom] l.ii mg the as—mbly. 

kji-king rplv ab>*ut, her hanik behind h«-r 

Wl h. mutant more, and she had k it 
•^gaiii . . r • ; tti* man wit h tin pompad«*ur. 
%, lu- i.m w ; .. i. ♦ and spoke t«* him. He 

nmick-d i ki-d liehtnd him. and moved away. 
^ Soni* . wa. .alhng for water. A man 
-mi 1.! Tjtl to tin « lour to ojw-n it. when 
■ barkis! *»ut again. He assumed 
Min land again. 

*'\t, ni kave this room 1 This man is not 
v 7'' •* In- hasn’t 1 ven fainted. It’s 

•*k a tn » 1 i.^it his failure We’ll end this 
HiAiM-ti— right now. and have in the police!** 
k ^»i r . lurTMil up t" the group presseil in 
* " bvtatulers. and knelt la-side 
•Vlr., land ba< k please ’ :.h«- exciatmed. 

I know how to attend to him He has gone 


ally 


P 


i' trance, that * all The strain 


Wav tiM, h for him Hi 11 he all right in a 
"Mem aud will go on with his search.** 

Ih tmA ius hand, and unset-n by IIk.- cum* 
1 ny |»r« s— -d it four time Astro’s eyes 
l ’ ’"'V H* at up n.se to his fe«-t lowly; 

L U ■ I.H ., looked about 1m*k a step forward 
^ -‘iy. Vak-ska • t ill lrld has i land. 

inii. i .i tuj ... 3 


held up her right hand with warning gesture 

F 

tongue 

uti. i-rtamlv .<nd then with incri a-mg ■ ••tiTi- 
.'a-ni* ;mstl\ acr • - the r»«»m H« -t p]«- 

of the Window, looked at it b-r moment 
stupidlv. then litte i it ..Ti<i turned it up-idi 
. i.iwn <*ut droppi-d the s-lwiu br 

A hum* ane • f applause burst from the com- 
pany. hands 1 lapped .md men c ned " Hravo 
\lrs N-lwvn r istied t* rward 

\str handeil her the hn-n-h. She gave .-no 
l.-'k at it 1 lasjied :t t-> her hffast . and then 
took the p.iln: ’ hands w:th 1-fth hi r 

" Wonderful*’’ she exclaimed. "It’s p-r- 
fectlv m.irvil 

Then her eves c aught a whimsical look :n las. 
... - • - • • 

First t grew suddeniv blank, then a delighti-d 
expn-ssion tlomk-i! it. 

**Wh\ whv. it was a trick! wasn’t it*' 
How clever* Oh. :t was worth the fright, 
rra 11 v * It was the Ik- t thing I'vi ever -eni 
done-* 1 never suspectiii :t fora minute* Oh. 
th.mk vou so nun h * I knew y*»u wouliln t 
Ik- mean em *ugh t < refuse altogether i knew 
ise 

rnv* You ate a wiz.ird ’ aren’t y**u' 

Silwvn str-je f rward "Do you mean *.• 
-av vou coked thi whole thing up sir' V. elk 
vena certainly fooled m«-. by Jove! Ha. lui* 
A’ou got U' all going, didn’t \<>u' Think of 
that * Hut you pretty m arly caused a big 
scandal. I tell you* He turned t< • a neigh- 
bor and in-giin to talk vocifi-rouslv abiut it 

Tile crowd swarmi-d al»*»ut Astro now. each 
eager to i-ongratulate and to praix- i-.verv- 
one gesticulated, almost s- n amed at one an- 
other. laughing, asking questions without num- 

se rve broken down by the strain of the last 
lew minutes, shook Astro by the hand. 

•FHE Counti - s came up also, to flatter him 
A on hxs success 

" Hut you didn't ti ll me my character after 
all." she complained playfully. 

The glance Astro gave her was cold and 
sharp. " Madam." he replied. " your character 
will hardlv *tand another such test. It you 
will call at mv studio to-morrow. 1 shall give 
vou some advice. When do you expect to 
return to Italy'’* 

S>„ gave him a long stare, grew a little pal. 
but shrugged her shoulders Are you in .1 
hurrv for me to return monsieur!" 

I predict a great misfortune for you. it you 
remain here for more than a week." 

" Thank you verv much for vour advice, 
then ^’i*u are Too kind. 1 e- I think 1 shall 
!*- b. .n-il t.. death in this town 1 shall go. 
\u rv-rwr. nion u ur’ 1 should like to know 
vou l *etter We would make fine playmates! 

She smiled, and. as if reluctantly, rernoted 
her eyes, and left him. 

Mrs. Selwvn drew him aside with eager 
, vi "Of ciiurM* I know I’m a pig." "he said 
‘ but reallv. Astro, couldn’t you get that 
diamond off the Countess’ hand and hide it 
somewhere' It would Ik- such fun. you know. 
Do U nice and do iust one more-! They’ll 
talk about my reception fon ver. if you do”’ 

Astro laughed. I hat s one thing I in 
afraid I can't do. You see. the Counter isn't 
quite so innocent a> >“U are, Mr* Selwvn. 

I T was a pretty big chance you were taking. 

seems to mi . said \ aleska as Astro dn»\e 
her home "Of course she grablied the- stone 
s.. tight Iv tlait it |»nnted the marks of the facets 
,.n her white glove; that part of it was easy. 
Hut how ould you be sun-r \ ou didn t Iin.k 
at half the ?'.U s hands" 

"You noticed the way she held her fingers 
when 1 pike to you. didn't vou' I didn’t 
have time. then, to explain. Hut 1 knew by 
• • 

The pTofi-ssional dipper works with hi* first 
two finger*, and alnio-t always curries his 
hand with them extended, and the other two 
fingers » urled up out of the way. 

"Hut whv did you look at her left glove, 
instead of the right, as y. 11 did all the others' 

I had noticed at *u|»pi-r time that she was 
left 1 landed. Where I t «'k mv 1 mg chance, 
mv dear, was when 1 Trusted to you to find 
..ut wlait she did with t 1 1 brooch. 1 confess 
that when 1 droop d on the fl'M-r and waited 
for vour signal 1 was rather anxious. It was 
up to you. then, to make me or break me. 
Hut 1 was sure 1 could trust you, and you did 
beaut if ullv.'* 

\aleska herself had liven more anxious 
during t bat lew minutes than she- ccmfessed. 
There w..s. however, one more ^thuig to be 
Straightened out in ln-r mind. 

"What I don’t understand is who put out 
tlie lights " she remarked. ”1 forgot to tell 
you that 1 w.is -tamixng near tlx- wall where 
the electric witch was. and iiimM-diat»-lv the 
light went ««ut vine * •:»«• lirushed past me 
n.ughlv. and something twitched at my 
waist. 1 wonder who it was?" 

Astro cast a look down at her side and 
smiled. "Oh. that settles something that 
fathered im," 1 h- s.*»d musingly. "Clever 
littk buckles on your corsage my dear! I 
wondeml how tliat p»mpadoured chap hap 
p -1,1*1 1 to have his left coat sleeve cut in such 
a que*-r way ; but I was tiK» bu* \ to think it 
out 1 w: ,h now I had given l*»th of them 
over to the p.lue 1 expect he’s a diamond 
cutter, fast enough* Mrs Selwyn is lucky 
tliat six or seven different persons won’t In- 
wearing pieces of her emerald next year.** 

1 iu next Muster oj Mysteries story, " 1 he 
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